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A Conversation with ACG’s Incoming President,

SUNANDA V. KANE, MD, MSPH, FACG
On Monday evening at the 6:00 pm ACG Business
Meeting, Sunanda V. Kane, MD, MSPH, FACG, will
become the next President of the ACG. We asked
Dr. Kane to share with us some of her ideas and
aspirations for the coming year.
Assuming the Presidency of any organization is an exciting
time, full of possibilities. As you prepare to become
President of the American College of Gastroenterology,
what are your goals and what challenges do you see for
the College this year?
My goal is to carry on the amazing work that my predecessors
have established, keeping the ACG at the forefront of clinical
gastroenterology in terms of practice, advocacy and scientific
advancement. The membership and reach of the ACG continues
to grow, as does its portfolio of opportunities. I sincerely hope to
keep up the momentum. This year we are adding two new ad-hoc
committees to the College: one for innovation and technology
and another for Advance Practice Providers (APPs). APPs are
the front line of patient care and want a home for education and
training, and it makes sense for them to turn to the College to
meet these needs and have a voice in patient care and advocacy.
The landscape of affordable care is certainly one of the challenges.
How do we provide quality care to so many who are underinsured
and uninsured? Decreasing reimbursement rates coupled with
increasing demands on providers are just two factors that make
burnout a real threat to our profession. The College has helped
mitigate this burden by developing various Circles—online
areas to share and discuss difficult cases and life stressors with
colleagues in an informal setting. Social media and the electronic
medical record have altered how we practice medicine, and we
need to stay in front of these trends.

You have spent your entire professional career in academic
medicine, first at the University of Chicago and now at
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN. What do you think your
experiences as a clinician and researcher will bring to your
leadership of an entirely clinically focused organization
like the College?
Many people may not realize this, but in both of my positions
80% of my time has been dedicated to direct patient care, so I
consider myself a clinician first and foremost. I have been lucky
enough to have the opportunity to conduct research, travel and
teach with the infrastructure around me. All of my research
has been clinically oriented, and it has grown organically from
questions, issues or concerns that come straight from patients.
As President, I will bring my experience from the clinics to the
boardroom table and podium to help guide College initiatives
and programs into the future.
In recognition of the fact that everyone in the membership
is a busy clinician with constantly increasing demands
placed on them, the College has tried to meet the
members where they are, bringing education to them
with regional courses and other education vehicles such
as the ACG Institute's Visiting Professorship program,
as well as providing resources that help them practice
efficiently and meet the needs of their patients. As
someone who has been deeply involved in developing
and leading educational programs for the College, would
you share your thoughts on this philosophy and assess our
educational portfolio?
The ACG has an amazing variety of resources for the busy
clinician as well as the trainee. I realize that there are so many
demands on people's time that not everyone can travel to a

national annual meeting. Being able to have the ACG presence
throughout the year in different parts of the country speaks to
the College’s dedication to serving clinicians.
Bringing the “mountain to Mohammed” has been a strength
of the College for some time. Recognition of the need for
specialized programming led to the development of the highly
successful Hepatology School and IBD School, which feature
a day-long immersion in a single area. Each program has been
essentially standing room only, which speaks to the need for such
programs. The Regional Courses are the result of hard work by
local leaders who design weekend programs with regional and
national speakers who provide the most up-to-date and clinically
relevant information in a close-to-home setting.
In the past year under the direction of Dr. David Rubin, the
Education Universe has been overhauled and is an amazing
resource for both trainees and providers with written and video
materials for learning, refreshing knowledge, and obtaining CME
credit. It is available to all Program Directors around the country
and, with new infrastructure in place, it will remain an up-todate and valuable resource for all it serves.
Let’s not forget the Fact Sheets that are developed on a regular
basis by the Patient Care Committee. Educating our patients is
another important role that the College plays.
I have been fortunate enough to be a Visiting Professor through
the ACG Institute’s Visiting Professorship Program. This is an
amazing learning and networking opportunity for institutions
to host an expert in the field without the financial burden. This
has been extremely well received by everyone involved, and
we have the fortunate problem of getting more requests than
available faculty.
Continued on page 4

EXHIBIT HALL FLOOR GUIDE: PAGES 26–27

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD Presented to

LOUIS J. WILSON, MD, FACG, for

COURAGEOUS LEADERSHIP IN HUMANITARIAN RELIEF
In the wake of Hurricane Harvey, Louis J. Wilson, MD, FACG, temporarily closed his practice, filled his truck with gas cans and medical supplies,
and drove to Houston with his wife, Julie, to assist first responders and the public alike. The two volunteered at the Houston Convention Center and
later offered medical services at a Harris County medical clinic. For this and many other humanitarian efforts over nearly 20 years, Dr. Wilson is the
recipient of the 2018 ACG Community Service Award.
Dr. Wilson, who is Managing Partner of
Wichita Falls Gastroenterology Associates
in Wichita Falls, TX, has had a passion for
effective disaster relief throughout his career.
He has acted as medical director or participant
in numerous disaster relief efforts including
the 2001 Hurricane Mitch in Central America,
the 2005 tsunami in Eastern Sri Lanka, the
2010 earthquake in Haiti, and Hurricane
Harvey. While filming a pilot for a proposed
television series, “Relief Nation,” he personally
interviewed and filmed the efforts of dozens
of humanitarians doing a wide range of work.
From 2010-2013, he participated in the Haiti
Medical Relief and Relief Nation Docu-Series,
in order to educate others and highlight the
humanitarian efforts performed throughout
Haiti. Dr. Wilson was a Medical Director in Sri
Lanka in 2005, operating five refugee camps.
These experiences have informed his view that
the most effective humanitarian responses
are those that temporarily support recovery

and then encourage rather than replace local
actions by those most intimately affected.
For more than two decades, Dr. Wilson has
been in practice in Wichita Falls and has
authored dozens of scientific posters and
papers. He has been active in the College,
including his current service as Chair of
the Practice Management Committee and,
in 2016 and 2017, as Director of the ACG
Practice Management Course. He is the
current President-Elect of the Texas Society of
Gastroenterology and Endoscopy.
Dr. Wilson received his BS from Texas A&M
University and his MD from the University
of Texas Southwestern Medical School at
Dallas. He completed his residency in Internal
Medicine at the University of Iowa Hospitals
and Clinics, and was then a National Cancer
Institute Fellow in Nutrition Science at the
University of Alabama at Birmingham Medical
Center. Dr. Wilson completed his Fellowship

in Gastroenterology and Hepatology also at
UAB in 1997. His research interests focus
on patient engagement systems and the
development of novel acoustic sampling
devices for the diagnosis of obstructive sleep
apnea. Other important research activities
include the development of data-derived
optimized dosing strategies for physiciandirected moderate sedation. This interest
was the basis for establishing OptasistTM,
LLC, to create training and decision-support
tools for providers of sedation for endoscopy.
Dr. Wilson's business accomplishments
include, among others, patented inventions
and successful medical facilities. After being
introduced to the film business in 2006,
Wilson established Merit Pictures, LLC, which
has produced several award-winning films.
Please join the College in congratulating
Dr. Wilson on this achievement.

ABOUT THE ACG COMMUNITY
SERVICE AWARD
The Community Service Award is
bestowed upon an ACG Allied Health
Member, Resident Member, Trainee
Member, Member, Fellow, or Master who
has initiated or has been involved in
volunteer programs or has provided extensive volunteer service post-training.
The service must have been performed
on a completely voluntary basis and not
for the completion of training or position
requirements. Such service may include
but is not limited to the following:
community education programs (e.g.,
colon cancer awareness); working in free
clinics; mentoring advocacy groups or
local government committees; teaching in under-served schools related to
health education; and political work on
committees for comprehensive health
insurance or other issues.

ACG MOBILE:
ACCESS KEY RESOURCES
at the point of care
STAY ON-THE-GO
with ACG’S MOBILE APP

An exclusive ACG Member beneﬁt that provides access to
valuable resources for your practice and your patients, all
from your mobile device.

 ACG Guidelines with Decision Support Tools powered
by EvidenceCare

 GI Diagrams
 Podcasts
 Medical Calculators powered by MDCalc
 and more
DOWNLOAD THE ACG MOBILE APP
Download the app via the Apple or
Android Store.
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